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Fact	
  Sheet:	
  Tissue	
  Procurement	
  Organizations	
  (TPOs)	
  
	
  

Tissue	
  Procurement	
  Organizations	
  (TPOs)	
  are	
  “middleman”	
  companies	
  that	
  procure	
  human	
  
tissue	
  samples	
  and	
  supply	
  them	
  to	
  researchers.	
  There	
  are	
  several	
  TPOs	
  that	
  specialize	
  in	
  or	
  are	
  
devoted	
  entirely	
  to	
  selling	
  aborted	
  fetal	
  tissue:	
  
	
  
Advanced	
  Bioscience	
  Resources	
  (ABR)	
  –	
  ABR,	
  headquartered	
  in	
  Alameda,	
  CA,	
  is	
  the	
  largest	
  and	
  
oldest	
  fetal	
  tissue	
  seller	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  ABR	
  was	
  founded	
  in	
  19891	
  by	
  Linda	
  Tracy,	
  a	
  nurse	
  who	
  had	
  
previously	
  worked	
  for	
  the	
  National	
  Disease	
  Research	
  Interchange	
  (NDRI)	
  in	
  Philadelphia,	
  PA.	
  At	
  
the	
  time,	
  NDRI	
  was	
  also	
  involved	
  in	
  fetal	
  tissue	
  sales.	
  Today,	
  ABR	
  operates	
  in	
  abortion	
  clinics	
  in	
  
California,	
  Minnesota,	
  Oregon,	
  New	
  Jersey,	
  Pennsylvania,	
  and	
  an	
  unknown	
  number	
  of	
  other	
  
states.	
  ABR	
  is	
  organized	
  as	
  a	
  501(c)3	
  non-­‐profit,	
  but	
  brings	
  in	
  over	
  $1-­‐1.5	
  million	
  in	
  fetal	
  tissue	
  
sales	
  revenue	
  each	
  year.2	
  
	
  
StemExpress,	
  LLC	
  –	
  StemExpress,	
  based	
  in	
  Placerville,	
  CA,	
  was	
  founded	
  in	
  2010	
  by	
  Cate	
  Dyer,	
  a	
  
former	
  procurement	
  technician	
  for	
  ABR.	
  StemExpress	
  has	
  close	
  ties	
  to	
  Planned	
  Parenthood	
  and	
  
employs	
  Planned	
  Parenthood	
  abortion	
  doctor	
  Ronald	
  Berman	
  as	
  its	
  Medical	
  Director.3	
  
StemExpress	
  charges	
  $595	
  per	
  fetal	
  tissue	
  specimen	
  and	
  had	
  a	
  yearly	
  revenue	
  of	
  $2.2	
  million	
  in	
  
2014.4	
  
	
  
Novogenix	
  Laboratories,	
  LLC	
  –	
  Novogenix	
  was	
  founded	
  by	
  Dr.	
  Ben	
  Van	
  Handel	
  while	
  a	
  graduate	
  
student	
  at	
  UCLA.5	
  Novogenix	
  is	
  partnered	
  with	
  Planned	
  Parenthood	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  and	
  is	
  the	
  TPO	
  
served	
  by	
  PPFA	
  Senior	
  Director	
  of	
  Medical	
  Services,	
  Dr.	
  Deborah	
  Nucatola.	
  
	
  
SciKon	
  Innovation	
  –	
  SciKon	
  is	
  a	
  more	
  generalized	
  human	
  biologics	
  company	
  located	
  in	
  Chapel	
  
Hill,	
  NC.	
  However,	
  like	
  many	
  TPOs,	
  SciKon	
  does	
  offer	
  aborted	
  fetal	
  tissue	
  procurement	
  to	
  clients	
  
as	
  a	
  custom	
  product.	
  
	
  
Anatomic	
  Gift	
  Foundation	
  (AGF)	
  –	
  A	
  non-­‐profit	
  company	
  established	
  in	
  1994,	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  largest	
  
and	
  oldest	
  whole	
  body	
  donation	
  programs.	
  AGF	
  was	
  heavily	
  involved	
  in	
  fetal	
  tissue	
  sales	
  in	
  the	
  
1990s,	
  although	
  claims	
  to	
  have	
  ended	
  its	
  fetal	
  tissue	
  procurement	
  since	
  then.	
  However,	
  AGF	
  is	
  
cited	
  as	
  the	
  source	
  of	
  7	
  aborted	
  fetal	
  kidneys	
  used	
  in	
  a	
  2014	
  study.6,7	
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  “Overview,”	
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